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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed revised rule.
Consumers’ Institute does not consider it appropriate to comment on the technical aspects of the rule, but is concerned about the impact on the price of used import vehicles, particularly if the time frame in table 2.1 is followed.
If the number of years lag from implementation is shortened to as little as 4 years, the price of used import cars will inevitably rise. Consumers Institute does not agree with the conclusion of the Covec report in this context.
If the used car importers are forced to compete for a more limited pool of available vehicles due to stricter emissions rules, the price of suitable vehicles will inevitably rise. It is simple economics.

Consumers’ Institute proposes that a 7 year lag be applied to the introduction of  each upgraded version of the Japanese emission standard for petrol engines.
We accept the concern regarding the amount of emissions from Japanese diesel vehicles, and consider the schedule proposed in table 2.3 has acceptable time frames. However, to be consistent with our proposal for petrol vehicles, we suggest the change to ADR30/1, ADR79/1, Euro5, Japan 09 and USA 2007 be introduced in 2014, giving a 5 year lag.
Exceptions for used vehicles.

Consumers’ Institute considers privately imported vehicles manufactured before 1990,  'immigrants' vehicles, 'unique collectable' vehicles or motor sport vehicles should not have to meet the minimum standards, but should comply with the rules for vehicles in the current fleet, i.e. the WOF “smoke test”.
What procedures should the government adopt to ensure that the emissions control equipment on used petrol- and diesel-powered vehicles is working and continues to function as intended?
We do not consider  ourselves technically qualified to comment on test protocols, but do consider it is crucial to the success of an emission control strategy that emission control equipment is tested and shown to be functioning correctly before the vehicle enters the fleet. This test should be done as part of the certification for service prior to registration.
Should the removal of, or tampering with, a vehicle’s emissions control equipment be prohibited? 
Yes.

